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analogues, but the preparation of the N-Dde LAAs was not described. Herein we report the spectra of 4c and the novel homologues 4a and 4b, which were prepared by a method similar to that of Kellam et al. [15] . (2) was synthesized by acylation of dimedone (1) with acetic anhydride. In a modification to the procedures that require one equivalent of 4-dimethylaminopyridine (DMAP) [18] [19] [20] , it was found that purification was easier and by-product formation less significant when triethylamine was used as the base in the presence of a catalytic quantity of DMAP. The N-Dde LAAs (4a-c) were prepared by reaction of the LAAs (3a-c) with 2-acetyldimedone (2) in the presence of triethylamine in refluxing ethanol.
2-Acetyldimedone

2-Acetyldimedone (2)
Dimedone (1, 15.0 g, 107 mmol) was dissolved in CH 2 Cl 2 (100 mL). DMAP (2.61 g, 21.4 mmol) and triethylamine (29.8 mL, 214 mmol) were added and the mixture was stirred for 10 min. Acetic anhydride (12.2 mL, 129 mmol) was added and the mixture was stirred under an atmosphere of argon for 48 h. The solvent was removed by co-evaporation with toluene and the residue was dissolved in ethyl acetate (300 mL) and washed with 5% HCl (3 ´ 300 mL), dried (MgSO 4 ), filtered, and evaporated in vacuo to produce an oil. This oil was filtered through a column of silica (silica gel 60, 230-400 mesh, ethyl acetate:n-hexane, 2:3) and the solvent was evaporated to afford the title compound (2) as pale yellow crystals (11.3 g, 58% 
2-[(4,4-Dimethyl-2,6-dioxocyclohex-1-ylidene)ethylamino]-D,L-octanoic Acid (4a)
2-Amino-D,L-octanoic acid [22, 23] 
2-[(4,4-Dimethyl-2,6-dioxocyclohex-1-ylidene)ethylamino]-D,L-dodecanoic Acid (4b)
2-Amino-D,L-dodecanoic acid hydrochloride [24] (3b, 12.3 g, 48.7 mmol) and 2-acetyldimedone (2, 9. 
2-[(4,4-Dimethyl-2,6-dioxocyclohex-1-ylidene)ethylamino]-D,L-hexadecanoic Acid (4c)
Compound 4c, a white solid, was prepared from 2-amino-D,L-hexadecanoic acid hydrochloride [22] by following the procedure described for 4b: scale 38.9 mmol; yield 6.61 g (39%). 
